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Drug Deaths in N.J. Break Record for 4th Straight Year 
At least 3,163 people died of drug overdoses in New Jersey in 2018.That’s more than the population 

of Saddle River. It’s more than the student body at St. Peter’s University in Jersey City. It’s more 

than the number of people killed by the flu, homicides, car accidents and suicides in 2016, 
combined. The astronomical figures are largely result of the state and national opioid crisis, which is 

blamed for more than 40,000 deaths nationwide in 2017. Its impacts have been discussed now for 
years. New Jersey has pledged hundreds of millions of dollars to stem the tide. Narcan, an opioid 

overdose antidote, likely saved more than 15,000 lives last year. And yet, the toll still rises. In 

2018, New Jersey’s drug death toll set a record for the fourth state year, and now stands nearly 
four times what it was a decade ago, according to preliminary data collected by the state Attorney 

General’s Office. “I think we have to acknowledge that, unfortunately, all of our efforts aren’t having 

the impact we want to see yet,” said Attorney General Gurbir Grewal. (Continued page 2) 
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The Winter Carriage Rides have been a long-time family favorite for the 

residents of Pine Beach but this most recent year will have a special place in 
the hearts of two locals. Like most other families, Roxy Coburger, got onto 

the Carriage with her boyfriend, Sean Conniff, to enjoy a holiday evening of 
sightseeing. They had attended the year prior for the first time, and Roxy 

loved the holiday themed night. This year, the ride had more in store than 

she anticipated. To her surprise, the carriage stopped at the beach gazebo 
which had been decorated in lights. Sean’s plan was about to kick into action 

- with the help of Alliance Coordinator, Thea Kratochvil, the ride staff, and 

borough employees, Sean was about to make this already magical night one 
Roxy would never forget! Surrounded by the cool winter air the couple 

separated from the group to take a short walk down the lit-up pier, where 
Sean had planned to proposed. Spoiler alert: she said yes! 

The newly engaged couple had been dating for nearly two years when Sean 

proposed and currently are planning their September 2020 wedding. When 
asked what Roxy thought of the surprise proposal she said, “I thought the 

proposal was perfect! We enjoyed the carriage ride together last year for the 
first time so this year was really special. He [Sean] even worked with the 

Borough to string up lights on the gazebo at the end of the pier where he 

proposed. Everything was so memorable, Sean made it so perfect and the 
Borough was so helpful in making it happen!” The Borough and the Alliance 

Committee extend their congratulations to the couple and wish them a 

lifetime of happiness and bliss.  
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“That doesn’t mean we stop. I’m optimistic that we’re 

moving in the right direction. I have to be.” Since taking 
office, Grewal has made the opioid crisis a priority, as Gov. 

Chris Christie did in years prior. He is working to vastly 

expand data kept on the opioid crisis, and has already 
moved to strengthen rules governing prescribing. But it’s 

difficult for Grewal to control what’s propelling the crisis' 

recent deadly turn: Fentanyl. Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid 
that can be upwards of 25 times more powerful than heroin. 

It’s not difficult to make and has been relatively easy to 
purchase internationally in recent years. And, since 2014, it 

has become ubiquitous in New Jersey’s illegal drug market, 

often without user’s knowledge. In 2013, fentanyl and other 
synthetic analogues of it were involved in just 3.5% of New 

Jersey drug deaths. In 2017, it played a role in the death of 
nearly 1,400 people, or about 50% of the state’s death toll. 

Prosecutors and law enforcement officials interviewed by NJ 

Advance Media say in 2018, it was markedly higher.“ Gov. 
(Phil) Murphy continues to be deeply troubled by the 

alarming number of families tragically affected by opioid 
related deaths and recognizes that this epidemic continues 

to impact individuals struggling with addiction across New 

Jersey,” said Alexandra Altman, a spokesman for the 
governor, in a statement. “The administration is actively 

working to combat each facet of this complex crisis by 

pursuing collaborative and data driven public health and 
criminal justice strategies.” The spike in deaths has made 

the prevalence of the opioid crisis more complete, data 
shows. While at the beginning of the decade high death rates 

were confined to specific counties, like Ocean, Atlantic or 

Camden, 19 of 21 counties have seen their drug overdose 
death rate at least double since 2012. In 2015, NJ Advance 

Media published Herointown, an investigative project that 
estimated at least 128,000 people in New Jersey were 

addicted to heroin. The project noted that in the decade 

leading up to the project’s publication, at least 10,100 
people died of drug overdoses in New Jersey. Since then, at 

least 9,700 have died in less than half the time.  

-Stephen Stirling – NJ Advance Media January 9, 2019 

If you know someone struggling with addiction, please 

call this free anonymous hotline 1-844-276-2777. 

 POLICE HOUSE WATCH PROGRAM 
 

The Pine Beach Police Department offers a House Watch 
Program for residents who are traveling from home for any 

period of time. All you need to do is stop by the Pine Beach 
Police Department on the lower level of the Borough Hall 

and pick up a registration form. Your house is then placed 

on a list to be checked on by the police department while 
you are away. For more information, please contact the Pine 

Beach Police Department at the non-emergency line.  
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COMMUNITY PROJECT ALERT 
 

 
 
 

Pine Beach Council is looking at an Engraved 

Paver Project on The Bluff at Vista Park. While 
the design and exact location are being 

discussed, we are asking the residents of Pine 

Beach if they are interested in supporting the 
project. We are targeting $100 per 4x8 

engraved brick. If this project moves forward, 
we would look for volunteers to participate in 

the project. The project will benefit the 

continued growth of a Veterans Monument on 
the Vista Park Bluff near the existing flag and 

monuments. The second purpose is to fund 

several small projects for the residents of Pine 
Beach. Cut out form on page 5. We welcome 

your ideas and suggestions! If you are 
interested or need more information please 

reach out to 
EngravedPavers@PineBeachBorough.us 

PINE BEACH ADOPT-A-DRAIN PROGRAM 
 

The Pine Beach Environmental Committee is kicking 

off a Pine Beach Adopt-a-Drain program.  We are 
encouraging residents to look after their nearby 

storm drains and clear the top grate and 

surrounding area of debris year-round. Everything 
that is in the street ends up in the Toms River and 

the Barnegat Bay. Rainwater carries leaves, grass, 
fertilizers, excess salt, trash and dirt through the 

storm drain system directly to our waters.  Public 

works does a good job of routinely clearing storm 
drains, you can assist by keeping your storm drain 

grate clear of debris. Adopt "your" storm drain by 
sweeping, raking, and clearing leaves and other 

debris from the surface of the drain year-round. As 

a reminder, nothing should ever be discarded into 
storm drains, including waste oil, grass clippings 

and pet waste. Spread the word about the 

program.  A simple task can make a big impact on 
the environment. 

Remember, Only Rain Down the Drain! 

 

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 

 
Students at the Pine Beach Elementary have been 

participating in the Great Kindness Challenge. 
Students are challenged to do as many kind things 

as they can, with one of the most recent themes 
being for a local firefighter. The Johnson kids took 

that challenge a step further and surprised the 

entire Pine Beach Volunteer Fire Department with 
homemade brownies and a special note!  

Now that is a great act of kindness!  

2019 COMMUNITY YARD SALE 
May 18th & 19th 9AM-3PM 

 
 

THIS EVENT IS RAIN OR SHINE $15.00 
Registration Fee includes: advertisement, listing 

on map, balloon for mailbox. Registration ends 
FRIDAY, MAY 10th. Pick up maps and balloons 

Friday, May 17th 2PM-6PM at the Pine Beach 

Municipal Building. Registration Forms are 
available online at www.pinebeachborough.us 

OR can be submitted with the cut out on page 5. 
If you register after the posted date, May 10th, 

you will not be guaranteed to be on the map or 

receive a balloon. Per Borough Ordinance 95-2 
this is the only weekend you cannot have a free 

yard sale, anyone having a sale without signing 

up with be asked to shut down or receive a 
summons. Most of our programs are free or very 

low cost to the community and any funds raised 
go directly to the Municipal and back to the 

community. Thank you to our residents who 

continually support the Municipal Alliance. 

SPRING EGG HUNT AT VISTA PARK 
April 14th 1:00PM (Rain date April 20th 1:00PM) 

 

Parents should bring a camera, as pictures with the 

Bunny will be available.  Join the Alliance for an activity 

filled afternoon!  

 

http://www.pinebeachborough.us/
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OFFICIAL WINTER RECAP 

 
How many Winter Community Events did you make 

it to? Here’s a quick recap of the top events! 
 
 

 

 

 

1. The Annual Horse and Carriage Rides are a 

family favorite every year. As always, the event 
brought beautiful memories to many local families, 

with a visit from Santa and lots of treats to warm 
up after the cold.(Pictured below) 

 

2. 
The Annual Tree Lighting was an absolute 
hit this year. Santa came prepared with 

gifts, and treats were generously provided 

by the Alliance. (Pictured above) 3. The Senior Breakfast was held at the Lamp 

Post Inn for the first time and it was an 
absolute hit! With food catered by the 

restaurant for the first time, the private event 

held onto its key element- the performance of 
the Pine Beach Elementary Chorus. Singing 

songs from all denominations from funny to 

serious, the event was one that was cherished 
by all. (Pictured below)  

4. NEW EVENT ALERT! The first ever Alliance Pallet Paint 

Party was a wonderful addition to the holiday schedule. With 

numerous pallet options that covered a wide array of holiday 
themes, participants gathered at the Pine Beach Yacht Club for 

an evening of painting, fun, and treats. (Pictured above) 
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2019 DOG & CAT LICENSE REGISTRATION FORM 

The cost is $12.00 per animal with neutered/spaying certificate, $15.00 without. To obtain a license 
via mail or drop box your registration form must include proof of rabies vaccine valid through 

November 2019. Please make checks payable to the Pine Beach Municipal Alliance and mail along with 
this form to: “Pine Beach Municipal Alliance” P.O. Box 425 Pine Beach, NJ 08741. Due by March 31st.  

 
NAME_________________________________________________     PHONE NUMBER ___________________________________          
 
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
DOG/CAT BREED _________________________________________________________       AGE _____________ SEX _________  
 
COLOR/MARKINGS: ______________________________________________________       HAIR:     S      M       L 
 
DOG/CAT NAME: _________________________________________________________       NEUTERED:  Y        N  
  
RABIES EXPIRATION DATE: _______________________ 
Please note licenses must be picked up at Borough Hall in a timely manner as we can no longer mail 
them back. You may also obtain a license in person at Borough Hall Monday - Friday from 9AM- 4PM. 

ENGRAVED PAVERS PROJECT SUPPORT FORM  
In anticipation of the Engraved Pavers Project being discussed, please pledge your sponsorship and 

intent to volunteer. The Engraved Pavers Project seeks to benefit the continued growth of a Veterans 
Memorial at Vista Park Bluff near the existing flag and monuments. The project also includes a 

secondary purpose of funding several small projects for the residents of Pine Beach. The Council is 
targeting sponsorship of each 4x8 brick at $100 each. As the project moves forward, we will also seek 
volunteers to participate in the project. Please return this form to Borough Hall or email the required 

information to EngravedPavers@PineBeachBorough.us 
 
NAME _______________________________________________ PHONE NUMBER ________________________________________  
 
ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
NUMBER OF BRICKS TO SPONSOR ___________________ WILLING TO VOLUNTEER __________________________ 
 

If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions for the Engraved Pavers Project please email 
EngravedPavers@PineBeachBorough.us 

COMMUNITY YARD SALE REGISTRATION FORM 
 

NAME_____________________________________ PHONE NUMBER ______________________ 

 
ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NEAREST CROSS STREET ____________________________________________________________ 

 

For additional information, call (732) 349-6425 
Mail or return this form along with payment to: Pine Beach Municipal Alliance 

Community Yard Sale, PO Box 425, Pine Beach, NJ, 08741 
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SAVE THE DATES: PINE BEACH MUNICIPAL EVENTS & MEETINGS 
 
 

 

 

 

March 5th – TRUTH & CONSEQUENCES! 6:30PM-8:30PM at the Beachwood Community Center. 

Come enjoy a real-world discussion about teen substance abuse and underage drinking. Refreshments 
and sandwiches will be served.  

March 23rd – FREE RABIES CLINIC! 9AM-10AM located at the Pine Beach Recycling Center on 
Pennsylvania Ave. 

March 30th – PALLET PAINTING PARTY! 7-9PM at the Pine Beach Elementary School. See insert for 

more information.  
April 14th – SPRING EGG HUNT! 1:00PM at Vista Park (Rain date: 1:00PM April 20th) Bring the family 

and a camera for a fun day of festivities! 

May 4th – COFFEE WITH A COP! 8AM-11AM at Vista Park. Enjoy a morning of informal conversation, 
coffee, and donuts! In the event of inclement weather this event will be held at Borough Hall.  

May 18th & 19th – TOWN WIDE YARD SALE! Join the Alliance for their 10TH Annual town wide yard 
sale, registration required. See page 3 for more info.  

July 20th – FREE MOVIE NIGHT! 8:30PM showing, located at Vista Park! Enjoy a movie under the 

stars with your friends and family, this free event will have snacks for sale. Movie TBD. 
July 29th – August 9th – SUMMER ARTS & CRAFTS PROGRAM! Grades K-2 9AM-10AM, Grades 3-5 

10:30AM- 11:30AM. All students who attend Pine Beach Elementary are invited to attend a two-week 
artistic talent program that will meet daily at the Pine Beach Municipal Building. Children will participate 

in art projects and gain knowledge of substance abuse and bullying.  

August 6th – NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME/WALK AGAINST DRUGS! 5PM-8PM at Vista Park. 
Honoring the Beachwood/Pine Beach First Aid Squad! Walk begins at 6PM and will return to Vista Park. 

This is a free event with fun for all ages, snacks will be available for purchase.  

August 24th – FREE MOVIE NIGHT! 8:30PM showing, located at Vista Park! Enjoy a movie under the 
stars with your friends and family, this free event will have snacks for sale. Movie TBD. 

 
UPCOMING ALLIANCE MEETINGS 

March 18th, May 20th, July 15th, September 16th, November 11th  

 
All meetings are held at 4:30PM, 599 Pennsylvania Ave 

 
 

 
We’re proud of our community, our friends, and our neighbors. If you 

know of an important accomplishment or deed you would like to see in 

the Newsletter, please reach out to the Connections Editor, Jhess! 
Please send all community announcements, communications, and 

article ideas to Jhestarri_p@aol.com for consideration!  

 

PINE BEACH HOUSING IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM  
- Pine Beach is accepting names for participation in its municipally sponsored home improvement 

program for low and moderate-income families. Your name can be added to the waiting list by calling 

Pine Beach’s consultant, Affordable Housing Administrators at 732-966-0674. Eligible home 
improvements include roofing, windows, electrical upgrades, heating systems, insulation, plumbing and 

any other health, safety or code violations. The program is structured as a forgivable loan. There are 
no monthly payments and no interest. The loan is forgiven after ten years. The program is available for 

owner-occupied single-family homes, condominiums, townhomes and duplexes in which the owner 

occupies one of the units. All applicants will be served on a first come first serve basis. To be eligible to 
participate, your gross annual income (meaning pre-tax income) for all household members must be 

less than: 
1 person household $ 50,350    5 person household $ 77,700 

2 person household $ 57,550    6 person household $ 83,450 

3 person household $ 64,750    7 person household $ 89,200 
4 person household $ 71,900    8 person household $ 94,950 

 

 
 

NEW ZONING HOURS 

As of January 1st, 2019, the Zoning and Code Enforcement hours will be on Tuesdays, 3:00-4:30PM. 
Housing inspections will also be done on Tuesdays, 1:00-3:00PM 

 

mailto:Jhestarri_p@aol.com
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Richard Polhemus      Council Member 
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Russell Corby      Representative, Toms River Board of Ed 

Tricia Moran-Tutzauer     Principal, Beach Elementary  

Kevin Simon       President, Pine Beach Fire Department 

Officer Steven Araneo     Pine Beach, Police Department 

Francesca Nardo      Public Representative  

Judy Carpenter      Public Representative  

Charlene Carney      Public Representative  

Chuck Tegano      Public Representative  
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Lynn Hargrove      Public Representative  

Lois Yuhasz       Public Representative  

Janice Collister      Public Representative  
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Pine Beach “Connections” is a publication of the Municipal Alliance Against 

Drugs, Alcohol, and Tobacco Abuse. It is funded by a state grant from the 

DEDR (Drug Enforcement and Demand Reduction) find, sponsor ads, 
contributions from residents, organizations, and the business community.  
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Little Libraries Update 
 

Last season we featured Casey, the 
Scout who opened up tiny libraries all 

over town! This season, we’d like to 
remind you of the libraries, which will be 

updated with Spring books and continued 

community enjoyment. The Little 
Libraries are maintained by Casey and 

his brother Brady, also a scout. The 

project has been praised by members of 
the community and the generous 

donations will keep the libraries open for 
the next year! 

 

Senior Move Today Program  
Every Thursday from 9:30-10:30AM the Pine Beach 

Municipal Alliance holds their Senior Move Today Program. 

Move Today is a 30-45 minute non-aerobic exercise class 
designed to improve flexibility, balance, and stamina 

using stretch bands. Once a month Shoprite also comes to 
show participants how to prepare healthy meals. If you 

are interested in joining the program or have any 

questions, please call Borough Hall at 732-349-6245. 
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CHUCK TEGANO: LIVING & SERVICING PINE 
BEACH SINCE 1987 

 

Special thanks to all the supporters and 
contributors of the Pine Beach Connection. 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR 
BUSINESS ADVERTISED IN THE 

NEWSLETTER? 

 
Contact Thea at the Pine Beach Borough 
for more information on advertisement 

costs and application process. 
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