
BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH 

SPECIAL WORK MEETING 

                    September 28, 2020 

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Cuneo 

 

STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE: 

 IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE ‘OPEN PUBLIC MEETING LAW’ P.L. 1975 C 231 

NOTICE OF THIS MEETING WAS SENT TO THE ASBURY PARK PRESS AND THE STAR-

LEDGER AND POSTED ON THE BULLETIN BOARDS OF THE PINE BEACH MUNICIPAL 

BUILDING AND THE PINE BEACH POST OFFICE.  THIS STATEMENT SHALL BECOME A 

PART OF THE OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THIS MEETING.   

 

ROLL CALL:  Present:   MRS. COLETTI, MR. NEWMAN, MR. POLHEMUS, MR. WIECK 

    Late:      MR. SAXTON (7:35) 

Absent:  MR. BUDESA 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

Reviewing the Water Ordinance scheduled for public hearing October 14, we are going to a 

semiannual plan for meter reads. 

There were no questions from the Council  

 

Concerning overage questions, the Public works supervisor has been working on explaining the 

causes for high water usage to people.  The new meters were installed so we will have an accurate 

accounting of the water use in the system, with less leakage and loss.  All of the bills are accurate.  

With this, Mayor is asking for some sort of a payment plan, that we can extend payments for a period 

of time interest free.  To avoid tax sale, the excess bills will need to be paid by March 31.  Mr. Saxton 

appeared at this point ( 7:35 PM ) 

 

Mr. Newman asked about the time that is necessary to do this.  The last payment has to be received 

March 31.  They are due October 1 so this will give extra time.    

 

Mr. Newman is concerned about notifying the people and the Mayor suggested we would put it out on 

the website,  Nixle and social media and that it must be paid in full by March 31.  Mrs. Coletti feels 

people should be made aware of this help in paying the bill. 

 

Mr. Polhemus mentioned that Mr. Sedlak is certain that the new meters are accurate, while the old 

meters were no longer accurate.  This is a financial hardship for many people because it has a 2 

summer cycle.  The water bills will be coming out twice a year starting next year and will include the 

excess. 

 

A motion to extend payments on the excess water bill for people who request time to pay,  to be due 

by March 31, 2021 with the excess payments to be paid prorated per month with no interest was made 

by Mr. Newman and second by Polhemus.  

 

Council had no questions  



All were in agreement. 

 

Members of the public commented on the excess water billing: 

 

Ida D’Angola, 704 Radnor Ave. asked for a clarification, that the overage amount can be paid over 

time interest free, and it was explained that the details will be worked out. 

 

Donna Pulos, 716 New Jersey Ave.  commented that the new water meter was  installed last year and 

that she  paid an excess bill last year.  The Mayor explained that under the old billing system, one 

overage bill was sent out in September for the year.  After they replaced the old meters, a bill for 

excess went out with the usage of the old meter which was replaced before the summer of 2019.  Ms. 

Pulos was concerned about the high bill because  there was no one in the house for the winter.  The 

Mayor suggested looking into it if there was an estimated bill in the past and the readings.  

 

Mayor explained that our water bills compared to other towns are reasonable. 

Mr. Polhemus feels it is best to do a review of the questions on a case by case basis.  So, if you have 

an issue call the Borough Hall.   

 

Mr. Sedlak had provided a list of things that cause excess water usage, and the #1 thing is using the 

sprinkler system too long, then water softeners, and backwashing pools.   

 

Ms. D’Angola is trying to understand the new system, and asked why it took so long to get the bill, 

The Mayor that we had to get the entire system working and our ordinance was specific as to sending 

the bills in September.   We are changing the ordinance to twice a year billing with twice a year 

overages. 

 

Our metering system is now accurate for each home. 

 

The Mayor will ask for an Executive Session to discuss contract negotiations later. 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT WIECK 

 

This year’s Trick or Treat Day has been discussed because there is no parade this year in Toms River.   

Traditionally we have Trick or Treat on the 30
th

, and there will have a curfew .  Mr. Polhemus is 

concerned about safety, it will be up to the parents and residents if they want to participate 

 

Concerning the replacement of the Cedar Ave pavilion, the project is not ready yet.. 

 

The Run for the fallen was Saturday, a group of service personnel run from Cape May to Hazlet for 

several days.  It raises funds for Wounded Warriors.  They came through town after 5 pm and 

residents can donate on line. 

 

R. BUDESA 

 

S. COLETTI 

 

R. NEWMAN 

Mr. Newman is concerned about the Absentee ballots, that some people have received duplicates. 

People with questions should call County Board of Elections. 



The County has a safe ballot drop off box located on the  3
rd

 level at Parking Garage in Toms River 

and several other places in the county.  

 

Now that it is dark out early, Mr. Newman urged all to watch for children still outside. 

 

R. POLHEMUS 

 

Mr. Polhemus feels that voting is important and people would like to cast their vote in person.   

 

Mr. Newman has a personnel issue for executive session 

 

J.  SAXTON 

 

The New Jersey Ave pier is in bad condition, the cross members are falling into the water.  The wood 

is still there and perhaps public works will look at it and repair it. 

 

Mr. Saxton asked about having zoning moved into the police department.   

 

The new zoning officer is doing certificate of occupancies; perhaps we should have the fire 

department do them and give a donation to the fire company.  The Inspection fee is low and it could 

be increased.  Perhaps the town would have the Certificate of Occupancy  fee increased and donate 

the extra to the fire department.  Mr. Saxton asked if there were any objections, and he will approach 

the fire department 

 

Political signs are out well before the 30 days prior to the election, and the  Mayor explained that the 

matter has been to court and it has been determined that first amendment allows political signs at any 

time. 

 

POLICE CHIEF 

 

FINANCE OFFICER 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

  

CLERK 

Walling Field is in very good shape and we now have 3 teams using it with requests by 2 others. 

 

Property Sale notices have been  gone out to adjoining property owners.  The sale will take place 

October 13 at 8 PM. 

 

The new assistant has started the first class required to be a certified municipal clerk, is a certified 

municipal registrar and notary public. She is doing very well. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 

Ms. Polus, thanked the office staff for their help with explaining the water  bills 

 

There were no other questions or comments from the public. 

 



A Motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel and contract negotiations was made by 

Mr.  Newman, and seconded by Mr. Polhemus. 

 

The Mayor read the following notice:     

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pine Beach have determined that in 

accordance with the provisions of NJSA 10:4-12b, Closed Session to discuss (4) Collective 

Bargaining Agreement  (8) Personnel) is necessary.  The public will be informed of the discussion 

within forty-five days of the conclusion (NJSA 10:4-13) 

 

Members of the public left the room. 

 

The Council returned to the work meeting following the executive session. 

 

There was no further business to discuss and the meeting was adjourned following a motion by 

Mr. Polhemus and seconded by Mrs. Coletti. 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      

 


